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City of London Law Courts – Opening Spring 2027

Dear Justice Partner,
I am pleased to inform you that we will be opening our new courthouse in Spring 2027. The building has been designed to provide a modern, accessible, and fully equipped environment for all who work within and visit the site. As we move toward final preparations, I would like to share an overview of the facilities that will be available.
Facilities and Services
Our aim is to ensure that the new courthouse supports effective service delivery, comfortable working conditions, and a high standard of user experience. Key features include:
Courtrooms (18 in total) 
· Four Magistrates’ courtrooms
· Eight Crown courtrooms
· Five Civil Court rooms 
· One multi‑purpose courtroom designed to accommodate any type of non‑jury hearing
The senior judiciary is currently finalising the specific types of work that will be heard in the new building. However, it has been confirmed much of the serious fraud work currently heard at Southwark will be heard in the new Crown Courts from Spring 2027.

Technology and Connectivity
The building will have WiFi access from all areas and therefore access to GovWifi
In court audio‑visual systems to support digital evidence, hybrid hearings, and remote participation.
Consultation Rooms 
The courthouse will have at least 32 consultation rooms to service all the courtrooms.
	Floor
	No of Rooms 
	Person capacity of each room 

	Ground Floor
	1
	6-8 

	Level 1
	8
	4  

	2
	1
	20 

	2
	1
	18

	3
	2
	4 

	3
	4
	10

	4
	2
	4

	4
	2
	10

	4
	1
	5

	5
	3
	4

	5
	3
	10

	5
	2
	20

	5
	1
	16

	5
	1
	18



We will work on a room‑booking system for these spaces, on which we will consult with you, as part of the planning and operational setup.
Advocate Facilities 
We will provide Advocate changing facilities with 25 touchdown desks, chairs and power outlets for charging devices.  Furthermore, there will be 4 individual rooms suitable for prison links and other video calls. Lockers and a mirror will also be provided. 
The facilities will be a shared space for Criminal and Civil lawyers, 
The courthouse will provide step‑free access to all public areas. There will also be step-free access to cell areas and from cells to courtrooms. 
Assistive hearing loops in courtrooms and public spaces.
Additional Amenities
Please note that while there will be vending machines, there will be no catering facilities within the building, 
Clear, consistent signage and wayfinding.
Communication 
As we progress toward the Spring 2027 opening, we want to ensure the environment supports your operational needs from day one. We therefore welcome any comments, questions, or specific requirements you may have regarding the new facilities.
Please share any feedback at your earliest convenience by email to cllcproject@justice.gov.uk
Thank you for your continued support as we prepare for the opening of the courthouse. We plan to hold on line conversations with you as we move towards the summer, and once the building is handed over to HMCTS, arrange visits to familiarise you with the new facility. 

Yours sincerely



Jo Towens 						Michelle Penn
London Crime Delivery Director				Director Royal Courts of Justice Group
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